THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Some Heavy Attacks
During the remaining days and nights of Septem-
ber our Air Force did not relax its grip upon the
Channel ports. The attack carried out in the night
of September 22 was an especially heavy one. A
pilot who took part in the raid said: cThe whole
coast from Calais towards Flushing cpuld be seen lit
up like the front at Blackpool.5 About a month later,
on October 20, the Channel ports had another
'terrific battering', it was announced at the time.
Long after the sun had risen next morning a red
glow, 'like a prairie fire5, could be seen from the
English coast, stretching for miles and still visible
through the haze until noon on October 21. Huge
fires Were again started in a raid on the night of
December 9 and were still blazing fiercely at mid-day
on December 10, Indeed, the sight of smoke from
the conflagrations caused by our aircraft on the
French coast is nothing of a novelty for the dwellers
on our side of the Channel. They have a grand-stand
view, too, of the fires and explosions which, night
after night, ring the horizon to the south.
Our attacks continued because, though the plan
for an autumn invasion was wrecked, the menace
still remained. The Air Ministry Bulletin of October
23, already quoted, ended with the words: 'The
threg-t of invasion^ still persists and will persist as
long as naval units, barges, troops and air forces
are concentrated along the extensive coastline of
the enemy-occupied countries. They are still there,
an<y while they remain the 'invasion5 ports will
doubtless continue to be battered by the bombers
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